Introduction to Philg

Instructor: Karen Brown

E-mail: klbrown@uvic.ca

Office: Clearihue B314

Office Hours: Tuesdays & Thursdays
2:30-3:00

and by appointment

Course Description

The aim of this course is to get you involved in the activity of philosophy. We will spend our time thinking about
some of life’s big questions, working to understand how some great thinkers have tried to answer them and
critically examining our own answers to them. What is the nature of reality? Is it something we can have
knowledge of? Does God exist? Can we justify our beliefs? What are minds? What is consciousness? What
makes something morally right or wrong? How ought we to live? What (if anything) makes it true that you are
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Reaction Papers

The reaction papers are short (250-350 words) responses to a question about the reading for that day. The
questions and some further instructions are posted on the CourseSpaces page.

It is best to answer the question on the basis of your own reading of the text and our class discussion of related
ideas. | prefer that you refrain from consulting secondary sources on the reading before writing your paper. If you
do consult any other sources and use any quotations, phrases or ideas that you did not come up with on your own,
you must cite your sources.

These are very short papers, but they must still be typed, correctly spelled, grammatically correct and clear.

Reaction papers are due at the start of class. Late reaction papers will not be accepted. If you have a legitimate
reason for missing a reaction paper, check with me and | can give you an alternate assignment.

Each reaction paper must be submitted on a single sheet of paper with your name and “Reaction Paper 1” (or 2,
etc.) in the upper right hand corner.

Academic Integrity
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Course Schedule

Logic
M 5/8

T5/9
Personal Identity
W 5/10

Th5/11

F 5/12

Please note that this schedule is tentative. Any changes will be announced in class.

First Meeting (no reading assignment)

Logic Café Chapter One, Tutorials 1 and 2

Perry A Dialogue On Personal Identity And Immortality The First Night

REACTION PAPER 1
Perry A Dialogue On Personal Identity And Immortality
The Second Night, The Third Night

no class

Philosophy of Religion and the Ethics of Belief

M 5/15

T5/16

W 5/17

Th5/18

Hume Dialogues Concerning Natural Religion
Parts I though IX

Hume Dialogues Concerning Natural Religion
Parts X through XII

Clifford The Ethics of Belief: Part| The Duty of Inquiry
James The Will to Believe

Gould The Chain of Reason vs. the Chain of Thumbs
Pigliucci and Boudry The Dangers of Pseudoscience

Ethics
M 5/22

T5/23

W 5/24

Th 5/25

F 5/26

M 5/29

T 5/30

W 5/31

VICTORIA DAY— NO CLASS

Epicurus Letter to Menoeceus
Kagan Is Death Bad for You?

Bentham An Introduction to the Principles of Morals and Legislation
Chapters One and Four

Mill from Utilitarianism Chapter Two

Kant from Groundwork of the Metaphysics of Morals Chapter One

REACTION PAPER 2

Williams from Utilitarianism: For and Against

The Trolley Problem (video)

Plato from Republic Book II
Allen Crimes and Misdemeanors (video)

Hobbes from Leviathan

Avristotle
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Philosophy of Mind
M 6/5

T 6/6

Knowledge and Reality
W 6/7

Th 6/8

F 6/9
M 6/12

T 6/13

W 6/14

Th 6/15

Ryle Descartes’ Myth
Armstrong The Nature of Mind

Nagel What is it like to be a bat?
Churchland Eliminative Materialism and the Propositional Attitudes Sections 1 and 2

Plato Meno

Plato Phaedo
Russell The World of Universals

Descartes Meditations on First Philosophy, Meditations One and Two
Descartes Meditations on First Philosophy Meditations Three through Six
REACTION PAPER 3

Russell Appearance and Reality, The Existence of Matter

Locke from An Essay Concerning Human Understanding

no class

Berkeley



